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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to papers filed on August 24, 2004. 
Claims 1-4 are pending. 
Claims 1-4 are rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

2. As to claims 1-4 in order for a method/process claim to fall within statutory 
subject matter the claims be tied to either a machine or transformation. A two-branched 
inquiry is used to show that a claims is statutory by either tying it to a particular machine 
or a by showi9ng that the claim transforms an article. The use of a specific machine or 
transformation of an article must impose "meaningful limits" on the claims' scope to 
impart patent-eligibility. The involvement of the machine or transformation in the 
claimed process must not merely be insignificant extra-solution activity, such as storing, 
gathering, displaying, sending and receiving of data as this does not impart a significant 
impact in the solution to the process. See in re Bilski. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent Publication 20050216295 Abrahamsohn; Method of and system for obtaining 
data from multiple sources and ranking documents based on meta data obtained 
through collaborative filtering and other matching techniques. 

5. As to claims 1 and 3 Abrahamsohn teaches: 

6. (a) a recruiting entity for initiating an opportunity for employment that includes an 
opportunity description, an initial pool of qualified resources, a minimum requirement of 
qualifications and an agreement for payment of services to a managing entity (b) a 
managing entity distributing said opportunity description to an initial pool of 
resources(Pg. 2 12; Pg. 5 52) 

7. (c) Potential resources receiving said package and in response thereto, 

8. 1 ) applying for the opportunity, or 2) referring another qualified potential 
resource(C. 2 U 12) ** The examiner notes that at this point the broadest interpretation 
of the claim language has been met, in which an individual applies for the job 
themselves vs. submitting a referral of which limitations d-e refer to and as claim 
language is in the alternative would not be required to be found, however for the sake of 
advancing prosecution the examiner has show the limitations can be found in the prior 
art as well. ** 
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9. (d) Accepting a referral that includes said opportunity description, and in 
response thereto, 

10. (1) recording in a referral database the resource description and the primary 
referral identifier; and (2) recording in a referral database the secondary referral 
identifier; and (Pg. 6 U 56) 

11. (3) rewarding the primary referral identifier; and (4) distributing said opportunity 
description to the secondary resource (Pg. 9 84). 

12. (e) receiving an indication that a trigging event has occurred with respect to said 
opportunity description and the resource, and in response thereto, 

13. (1 ) determine a referral fee according to the related referral-payment information, 
and (2) generate information indicating that payment of the referral fee is due. (Pg. 9 U 
85). 

14. As to claims 2 and 4 Abrahamsohn teaches ATS for providing the resumes(Pg 2 
U 13). The examiner notes that who provides the pool of resources is deemed non- 
functional descriptive material. As who provides has no effect on the steps as they are 
currently claimed/performed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Traci L. Casler whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6809. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:00 am-4:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 571-272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Traci L Casler/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3629 



